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Abstracts and Posters of the ‘‘International Congress on Bivalvia’’ at the
Universitat Auto`noma de Barcelona, Spain, 22–27 July 2006
Nikolaus Malchus, Jose Maria Pons
Departament de Geologia (Paleontologia), Universitat Auto`noma de Barcelona, Campus, edifici Cs,
08193 Bellaterra (Cerdanyola del Valle`s), Catalunya, SpainThe Organisms, Diversity and Evolution Electronic
Supplement (http://www.senckenberg.de/odes/06-16.htm)
contains the abstracts of 130 short communications and
keynote lectures, 51 posters, and two ﬁeld guides
presented during the ‘‘International Congress on Bival-
via’’ celebrated 22–27 July 2006 at the Faculty of
Science, Universitat Auto`noma de Barcelona (http://
bivalvia2006.uab.es/index.html). The congress was or-
ganised by the ‘‘Departament de Geologia (Paleontolo-
gia)’’ with the collaboration of the ‘‘Museu de Ciencies
Naturals’’, ‘‘Institut de Recerca i Tecnologia Agroali-
menta`ries’’, and the ‘‘Museo de Ciencias’’ (CosmoCaixa
– obra social). The meeting, attended by 103 partici-
pants from 26 countries, was inaugurated by Dr.
Montserrat Pallare`s, Vice-rector for research at the
UAB, Dr. Esteve Cardellach, Head of the Geology
Department, and the organisers Drs. Nikolaus Malchus
and Jose Maria Pons.
The congress covered a wide range of biological and
palaeontological bivalve-related themes featuring espe-
cially (i) population genetics and molecular phyloge-
netics, (ii) evolution of ontogeny, (iii) ecology and
conservational biology of endangered freshwater bi-
valves, and (iv) evolutionary palaeontology. These
topics were introduced by ﬁve keynote lectures: ‘‘The
unusual system of mitochondrial inheritance in bi-
valves’’ by Eleftherios Zouros, ‘‘Evolution of molluscan
ontogeny’’ by Gerhard Haszprunar, ‘‘Restauration ofe front matter r 2006 Gesellschaft fu¨r Biologische Systemat
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ss: nikolaus.malchus@uab.es (N. Malchus).endangered freshwater bivalves in the United States’’ by
Richard Neves, ‘‘Biomineralization of nacre in mol-
luscs’’ by Antonio Checa, and ‘‘Paleontological per-
spectives on early bivalve evolution’’ by Joseph Carter.
Complementary topics included biodiversity and classi-
ﬁcation, marine ecology and palaeoecology, and aqua-
culture and diseases. In addition, Joseph Carter and
Roger Thomas organised and chaired the signal session
for the complete revision of the bivalve volumes of the
‘‘Treatise on Invertebrate Paleontology’’.
The presentations covered all major bivalve clades
and provided, apart from many new evo-devo data,
descriptions of new techniques (DNA extraction and
ampliﬁcation; monitoring of valve movements), compu-
ter-based analyses of (palaeo)geographic distributions
and biodiversity, analysis of shell micro- and ultra-
structures, shell geochemistry and stable isotopes,
geometric morphometrics, to name just some. Two
scientiﬁc excursions were organised, one to the lower
Ebro river and its delta (guided by Cristian Altaba), the
other to Cretaceous carbonate platforms in the Pyrenees
with build-ups of now extinct rudist bivalves (guided by
Jose Maria Pons and Enric Vicens). The participants
could visit the new Museo de Ciencias of CosmoCaixa
and the Museu de Ciencies Naturals (historical Zoology
and Geology buildings) in Barcelona.
The organisers thank all the persons who helped
before and during the congress.ik. Published by Elsevier GmbH. All rights reserved.
